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Summer 2026:

- Government relations
- SWAMTA Board
- Conference (save the date)
- Quarterly updates




Government Relations

The task force diligently works to ultimately help clients access
music therapy services. Stay updated and know that your
support is extremely vital in this ongoing mission. The following
update was provided by Janice Harris, government relations
representive.

Communication is ongoing regarding the need to increase
Medicaid waiver reimbursement rates for music therapy services.
The MTs from this region involved in these discussions were
connected with Suzy Heppel, AMTA Reimbursement Committee
Representative, and Judy Simpson from AMTA to help coordinate
advocacy efforts.

The Texas Music Therapy Licensure Task Force continues to work
with lobbyist Molly Spratt and the AMTA/CBMT National Team to
prepare legislation establishing music therapy licensure in Texas
for the 2027 legislative session.Music therapists practicing in
Corpus Christi and surrounding communities are encouraged to
contact Janice Harrie at governmentrelations@swamta.org to
assist with communication and relationship-building with a
potential bill sponsor in that region.

The Texas Music Therapy Licensure Task Force is also planning a
Hill Day in early February. Members are encouraged to attend if
possible. Additional details will be available in September.



SWAMTA Board

The following update was provided by Jaynie Hakeem,
SWAMTA board president.

Hello Fellow Southwestern Regional Music Therapy Friends,

Happy Summer! | hope you are all well, staying cool and enjoying
the sunshine and extra long, lazy-(HA!) Days of Summer. It’s nice to
be able to address you through the Quarter Note

Newsletter! | always enjoy having the chance to be able to brag to
you about how hard your Board and Committee Members are
working and want you to know that our Southwestern Region is
well represented regionally as well as nationally. A few of the items
we are presently working on include revising the Bylaws, searching
for a new conference technology tool, supporting Music
Therapists in need through the Disaster Relief Funds, expanding
the use of our website and social media to include advertisements
of upcoming events and job posts, supporting our student needs,
supporting continuing ed opportunities and focusing on
supporting the advancement of Music Therapy in NM, TX and OK.
We are a busy group! Please consider becoming an active member
of our Tri-state Region. There are many different ways you can be
involved. Every voice and every idea is important to us. You are
always welcome to attend the open Board Meetings. We meet
every second Monday of the month at 8:30 PM Central/7:30 PM
Mountain Standard Time. If you are interested in attending, the
zoom invitation is at the end of the published minutes in the
Secretary Shared Drive. Feel free to join us.



SWAMTA Board continued

| want to once again thank our Local Houston Conference Team for hosting
a very impressive 2026 Regional Conference. The conference offered over
300 attendees amazing presentations,

CBMT courses, several opportunities to connect and share time together
and the chance to be in “Music Therapy Mecca”! Houston Medical Center
houses many very successful Music Therapy Programs. It was fabulous to
be in the midst of such a supportive Music Therapy setting! | appreciated
hearing the medical staff refer to Music Therapy as an “essential

service”!

Our 2027 Regional Conference will be in Edmund, OK April 1-3, 2027. Mark
your calendars and stay tuned for exciting information regarding our time
together in Oklahoma. Our live Music Therapy Regional Conferences
present golden opportunities for us to come together and celebrate the gift
of Music Therapy. We are stronger when we work together and support each
other. We are a diverse group and each state has its own flair and flavor. The
Oklahoma Conference Team is already meeting and working on preliminary
conference plans. Let’s have a strong showing in OK in April 2027!

Thanks to Eric Gumm, our Quarter Note Editor, for putting together this
Summer Edition of our newsletter. This is another wonderful
communication tool that everyone can use to share news with our regional
colleagues. Our Fall Edition will be out in October. Please share your
information with Eric so he can share it with all of us!

Thanks to each of you for the role you play in keeping Music Therapy alive
in our Southwestern Region. | am proud and honored to work with and for

you!

Siempre Adelante - Always Forward



SWAMTA Board continued

The following update was provided by Karen Sholander,
assembly representative.

What is the Assembly of Delegates? Think of it as the House of
Representatives in our federal government, only more
functional!

The Assembly of Delegates is the legislative and policy-
making body of the AMTA. The Assembly receives and acts on
legislation from the general membership, the Board of
Directors, and its own members. We meet virtually
approximately once a month for about 2 hours.

There are a total of between 60-70 members with delegates
elected by their region. Each region has a specific number of
delegates in proportion to their membership. So, the larger
the regional membership, the more delegates they have.
SWAMTA currently has 4 seated delegates, and 5 alternates.
The regional assembly Rep votes on the SWAMTA board, and
the Assembly elects one member to serve as the AMTA
representative.

Over the past 4 years, the Assembly has been focusing on the
Competency Review Task Force Report (CTRF) which was
finalized in December 2024

As a reminder, The goal of the CTRF was to review both the
Professional and Advanced Competencies for consistency
and to update and revise the competencies to reflect the
growth of knowledge base of the profession.



SWAMTA Board continued

The Assembly reviewed the CTRF report in small groups and made
recommendations before sending it to the AMTA Board for their
review. As you may have heard, the Competencies were approved
by the Assembly in May and were officially announced by the AMTA
Board on June 29th. The AMTA board has also put together an
implementation timeline for Academic programs and National
Roster Internship sites to integrate these new competencies.

To ensure this framework remains living and relevant, the new
competencies will undergo ongoing review by an Ad Hoc workgroup
appointed by the AMTA President.

This is one example of the important work done by the Assembly of
Delegates. The time commitment is minimal, but the feeling of
satisfaction is great! As a member of the Assembly, each delegate
has the opportunity to meet music therapists from around the
country and make decisions that will affect our entire field!
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SWAMTA Board continued

The following update was provided by Dr. Patricia Winter,
Treasurer.

The organization began the 2026 fiscal year with a balance
of $86,274.95. As of March 10, 2026, cash on hand totaled
$130,045.78, with approximately 61% of those funds
budgeted for 2026 activities. After payment of conference
hotel expenses, the projected balance was approximately
$78,660, with an estimated operating balance of roughly
$70,000 remaining after other anticipated expenses.

Income

Conference revenue was driven primarily by registration
fees ($50,205.00), sponsorships ($25,669.70), vendor
support ($5,935.00), and CMTE revenue ($3,250.00).

Expenses

Total expenses incurred to date were approximately
$80,778.12, including:

e Regular Operating Expenses: $8,732.67
e Continuing Education Expenses: $790.00
e Conference Expenses: $72,005.46



SWAMTA Board continued

Major conference expenses included hotel and venue costs,
food and platform expenses, entertainment, marketing,
registration materials, and event support services. Regular
operating expenses remained below budget, with notable
expenditures including bookkeeping services and website
maintenance.

The regional conference concluded within budget projections,
and the organization remains in a strong financial position
with adequate reserves to support ongoing operations and
future initiatives.




S M Meadows School
. of the Arts

A Legacy of Meaningful Music: 50 Years of Music Therapy at SMU

We invite you to join us August 28 and 29, 2026 as we celebrate the
50th anniversary of the SMU Music Therapy Department.

For details email Janice Lindstrom at jlindstrom@mail.smu.edu

We hope to see you in August as we celebrate the legacy and future of
Music Therapy at Southern Methodist University.
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Continuing Education Committee

Congratulations, MT-BC! You have worked hard to become board-certified, and the Southwest Region of AMTA
(SWAMTA) is a great resource to help you stay certified. This article will tell you a bit more about your resources

One way that SWAMTA helps recertify MT-BCs is by creating opportunities for you to earn Continuing Music
Therapy Education (CMTE) credits. SWAMTA is an approved provider with the Certification Board of Music
Therapists (CBMT). When you attend a national, regional, or local conference, CMTEs are earned by attending the
educational sessions offered and maintaining documentation of your attendance in case of an audit. Use these
links to find out more about all the approved ways to earn credits and how to pass an audit that might be
conducted by CBMT regarding those educational credits.

https://www.cbmt.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Recertification-Reboot-PowerPoint-Presentation-2026.pdf

Step-by-Step

https://www.cbmt.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/CBMT-RECERTIFICATION-MANUAL-2025-12.17.25F.pdf
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Another way that SWAMTA assists our region with continuing education is by co-sponsoring symposiums
that various organizations may want to conduct for a group of music therapists. To learn more about the co-
sponsorship process, check out the link below to the
SWAMTA approved co-sponsorship information and application.

https://swamta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-Co-Sponsorship-with-SWAMTA-Application-
APPROVED.pdf
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As a CBMT- approved provider of educational opportunities, SWAMTA must help maintain
quality standards for educational opportunities, follow CBMT guidelines and submit
documentation to get CMTE courses approved. The SWAMTA continuing education committee is
made up of volunteers that take care of these details. Did you know that volunteering for a
SWAMTA committee is another way to earn CMTE credits?

Here is the Continuing Education Committee — we have openings for a representatives from New
Mexico and Oklahoma! Interested? E-mail Continuinged @SWAMTA.org.

Dorothy Schaettle Katelyn Blankenburg Your name here Your name here

Committee Lead Texas Representative New Mexico Rep New Mexico Rep
Committee member Committee member Committee member

You are always welcome to email the Continuing Education committee with your thoughts and
questions about continuing education. Achieving 100 CMTE credits every 5 years isn’t just a
professional requirement, it’s also career-building, mind-expanding, and helping you grow to be the
best MT-BC to your clients that you can be. Enjoy the journey!

ContinuingEd@SWAMTA.org


https://swamta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-Co-Sponsorship-with-SWAMTA-Application-APPROVED.pdf
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The Music In My Heart

Official Song of the Southwestern Region of the American Music Therapy Association

Joseph Pinson, ASCAP
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Contact the editior

quarternote@swamta.org

My name is Eric Gumm and I’m proud to
serve you, an amazing music therapist in
the southwest region. Please do not
hesitate to contact me with any
questions, suggestions or pertinent
information that you are seeking from
this quarterly newsletter as | continue
to customize this especially for the
SWAMTA MT-BC on the go.
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